Selection Data for Type and Size of Chapel




There are two basic types of chapel facility for developing a project around.  

In the Initial Entry Training (IET) environment where all of the congregations to be served are made up of IET trainees, the IET Type Chapel shall be selected.  The reason for having a unique chapel type for this special environment is to accommodate the tightly controlled scheduling of large quantities of IET Trainees.  The expectation is that such trainees will only have time for a single service (which will be worship oriented) and that even then, very large (one after the other in quick succession) groups will need to be handled.  This scheduling will not generally allow for religious training or fellowship activities.  Note:  Where an installation has a different scheduling pattern, or other varying circumstance where the other chapel type appears to provide a greater benefit, it is still acceptable to chose one of them (three sizes) to meet an IET need.  The goal of this facility type is to accommodate a need, not to limit choice.

There is only one size to choose from for this facility type.  A new project must be based on the amount of religious space authorized for an Installation based upon the Installation IET population.  The table for determining this is a part of the Army’s web-based RPLANS system.   No new facility is authorized that will bring the total religious space on an Installation to a level above the amount authorized.

For every other setting (and potentially, some IET settings), where congregations to be served are made up of soldiers and their families, advanced trainees (IET trainees in rare cases) or a mix of such groups, the general purpose or family type chapels shall be selected.  There are three sizes to choose from for this facility type.  Once this type of facility has been selected, there are two things to consider when determining which size (Chapel, Chapel Center, or Chapel Complex) chapel facility to select for developing a project around.  Note:  The current set of Army Standard Designs for Chapels is to be selected for projects up through FY14.  A new Army Standard has been approved that takes effect in FY15.  The Army Standard designs that meet these Army Standards are currently in development and should be available by September 30, 2011.

The first step in selecting a facility size is to examine/evaluate the Installation’s space authorization.  Proposing any new chapel project must be based on the amount of religious space authorized for an Installation based upon the Installation population.  The table for determining this is a part of the Army’s web-based RPLANS system.  No new facility is authorized that will bring the total religious space on an Installation to a level above the amount authorized.  

The second step in selecting a facility size is to examine/evaluate the population sizes of congregations.  A new project must accommodate the sizes of the congregations that are expected to be served by the facility, once it is completed.

The size identified as “Chapel” provides “regular” weekly seating capacity for a congregation of up to 202 persons.  If congregations are already running about this size and growth is occurring, it would be best to plan for the next larger size.  Smaller congregations can be comfortably supported by this size of facility.
 
The size identified as “Chapel Center” provides “regular” weekly seating capacity for a congregation of up to 400 persons.  If congregations are already running about this size and growth is occurring, it would be best to plan for the next larger size.  Smaller congregations can be comfortably supported by this size of facility.  For example, a 100 or 200 person congregation would probably feel uncomfortable in a space providing seats for 400 persons.
 
The size identified as “Chapel Complex” provides “regular” weekly seating capacity for a congregation of up to 600 persons.   Smaller congregations can be comfortably supported by this size of facility within an appropriate range.  For example, a 200 or 300 person congregation would probably feel uncomfortable in a space providing seats for 600 persons.




